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SECTION 230713.00 - DUCT INSULATION 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Product Data 

1. For each type of product indicated.  Include thermal conductivity, water-vapor 

permeance thickness, and jackets (both factory- and field-applied if any). 

2. Schedule:  Submit schedule showing insulation products which will be used for 

each application, indicating thickness, density, and accessories. 

B. Shop Drawings 

1. Include plans, elevations, sections, details, and attachments to other work. 

2. Detail application of protective shields, saddles, and inserts at hangers for each 

type of insulation and hanger. 

3. Detail insulation application at elbows, fittings, dampers, specialties and flanges 

for each type of insulation. 

4. Detail application at linkages of control devices. 

5. Schedule: Submit schedule showing insulation products which will be used for 

each application, indicating thickness, density, installed R-values and accessories. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 GENERAL 

A. Surface-Burning Characteristics:  For insulation and related materials, as determined by 

testing identical products according to ANSI/ASTM E 84 and NFPA 255, by a testing 

agency acceptable to authorities having jurisdiction.  Factory label insulation and jacket 

materials and adhesive, mastic, tapes, and cement material containers, with appropriate 

markings of applicable testing agency. 

1. Insulation Installed Indoors:  Flame-spread index of 25 or less, and smoke-devel-

oped index of 50 or less. 

B. Installed R-Values for insulation on ducts shall comply with local mechanical and en-

ergy code as required for indoor applications. 

2.2 INSULATION MATERIALS 

A. Manufacturers 

1. Manufacturers:  Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by 

one of the following: 

a. CertainTeed Corp.. 
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b. Johns Manville. 

c. Knauf Insulation. 

d. Owens Corning. 

B. Interior (indoor) ductwork insulation shall have a minimum installed thermal resistance 

value of R6 or code minimum, whichever higher. 

C. Mineral-Fiber Blanket Insulation:  Mineral or glass fibers bonded with a thermosetting 

resin.  Comply with ASTM C 553, Type II and ASTM C 1290, without facing and with 

vapor barrier Type II with factory-applied kraft paper, reinforcing scrim, aluminum foil 

and vinyl jackets.   

D. Mineral-Fiber Board Insulation:  Mineral or glass fibers bonded with a thermosetting 

resin.  Comply with ASTM C 612, Type IB.  For duct and plenum applications, provide 

insulation without facing and with vapor barrier with factory-applied kraft paper, rein-

forcing scrim, aluminum foil and vinyl jacket.   

E. Vapor Barrier Material for Ductwork:  Paper-backed aluminum-foil, except as other-

wise indicated; strength and permeability rating equivalent to factory-applied vapor bar-

riers on adjoining ductwork insulation, where available; with following additional con-

struction characteristics: 

1. High Puncture Resistance:  Low vapor transmission (for ducts in exposed, high 

traffic areas susceptible to damage: Mech. Rooms, etc.) 

2. Moderate Puncture Resistance: Medium vapor transmission (for ducts in con-

cealed areas). 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 GENERAL INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS 

A. Extend ductwork insulation without interruption through walls, floors and similar duct-

work penetrations, except where otherwise indicated 

B. Seal joints, seams, and penetrations in insulation at hangers, supports, anchors, and 

other projections with vapor-barrier mastic. 

1. Install insulation continuously through hangers and around anchor attachments. 

2. Extend insulation on anchor legs from point of attachment to supported item to 

point of attachment to structure.  Taper and seal ends at attachment to structure 

with vapor-barrier mastic. 

3. Install insert materials and install insulation to tightly join the insert. 

3.2 DUCT INSULATION SCHEDULE 

A. All ductwork shall be insulated except: 
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1. Metal ducts with duct liner of sufficient thickness to comply with energy code and 

ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1. 

2. Factory-insulated flexible ducts. 

3. Factory-insulated plenums and casings. 

4. Flexible connectors. 

5. Vibration-control devices. 

6. Factory-insulated access panels and doors. 

7. Supply ductwork exposed in conditioned spaces.  Supply ductwork in mechanical 

rooms, plenums, server rooms and electric equipment rooms shall be insulated. 

8. Toilet exhaust, general exhaust and return ductwork in an insulated joist space, 

insulated attic space or exposed in conditioned spaces. 

B. Ductwork penetrating building envelope 

1. Insulate all ductwork penetrations at the building envelope. Insulate all interior 

ductwork from the envelope penetration back to ten feet minimum. Insulate all 

exterior ductwork from the envelope penetration to the terminus with 2” thick 

elastomeric insulation with aluminum jacket. 

C. Grilles, Registers, and Diffusers: 

1. Provide insulation on collar and backside of supply diffusers in all ceiling spaces. 

Provide insulation on plenum box of all supply grilles & registers in all ceiling 

spaces. 

2. All transfer air ducts shall be provided with acoustic lining unless otherwise noted 

on drawings. 

3.3 PENETRATIONS 

A. Insulation installation through assemblies:  Provide insulation continuously through as-

sembly penetrations. 

1. For applications requiring only indoor insulation, terminate insulation beyond ex-

terior surface and seal with joint sealant.  For applications requiring indoor and 

outdoor insulation, install insulation for outdoor applications tightly joined to in-

door insulation ends.  Seal joint with joint sealant. 

2. Seal penetrations to maintain assembly rating. 

End of Section 230713.00 


